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PRICE FIVE CENTS.

ESTABLISH ED 1823.
Ceveland, Cincinnati,
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FAST TRAINS.

inent nuw’?
1 . Mo ¢ parges the rallways enter.
:Wmth a flangerously high mmte of

*

A
News o!

mieage used in reaciiin g prominent poin
they sre the fastest lings. To New York is 905 miles:
ranning tims, 27 bours, r 33 miles per hour; Bos.
toa, 9946 miles; ranmng tie. 29 hours, about Sdmiles
hour. The fastest C-ain out of indianapolis is our
No. 4, datly, 245 p. m., for Cinenoati and the East
; Between Dudlanapolis and Clinciunati

rail, rock ballast, solid, safety-equipped

would warrant perfect safety at a rauch higher rate
Chics is 195 miles; omn our fast train
11:10 & m, the rua is made in 5 hours
tes. or at » speerl of iess than 33 miles
per hour. Or, {rist trains to 81, Louis have schedules
of less than 37 'niles per hour. Look at longer dis
tances, West as d Northwest: St. Paul, 503 miles, 20
hours, 29 mile s ver hour. Omaha, 673 miles, 23
bhours; 29 milen hour. Denver, 1140 miles, 43
hours, less thara 27 miles an hour. San SCo,
2474 miles, 4%y dayws o less than 23 milea an hour,
Portland, Ore., 24,0 miles, 4% days also, less than 23
miles an hour. Washington, D, O, ﬂd:! miles Rway,
is reached in 13 hours, Compared with time n&
Eome M.‘!Lihxsmlmmﬂ fast, butit is
qbﬂ'ﬂnileu:.a_ howur. 'I'hohifm ~ ‘ogmn. 1:;;

dicating lighin ‘W e biuffs of roads
each oﬁnr. humgluﬁuﬂ' ent rallway men lose

:‘i%htul the ol d adage, 's nothing in & name,”

The Fast L‘humdi‘m Soathwestern Limited, the
Cannon Badl, the Flyer, the ng Hoosler, the
Get There B, the Gee Whiz, the Cyclone and the ¥.
F. V.—l‘utj‘!ﬂng Virginian—are not always what
their names wionld indicate, but shnply a beiterment
of the servine without in any mauner jeopardizing
the safety o) fiheir passengers. As to the providing
of comfort am | even lnxury in £er equipment,

to which P. K. M. objects, the Big Four pleadsa gulity
of leading, no use to deny, Our trains would deny
our den We are proud of our t. The bestis
Dot Wwo good 1r the patrons of the Eig Four,

J. . MARTIN, D.P. A.

] Y ?nd everything ? Bargoal
SUPPORTERY sficusbsimssn

Sivage, 03 Soath Tilinots st
[,
GAS STOVES

1,500 now in use in this city. They
give perfect satisfaction. No kindling
required; no+ coal to carry; no ashes to
remove. Prices from $32 to $16.
GAS ENGINES,
From one-eighth horse-power up.

We sell to gas-consumers in this city
only. On exliibition and for sale at the
GAS COMPANY,

47 South Pennsylvania St.
T —
IN SI{RAN CE DIRECTORY
Pacifie Matual Life and Accident,

uan is iaterviewed In the

“OWED” TO THE TAILOR.

“That was a clothes call,” said the youth to whom the
tailor submitted a dun. : i

They are “loud” clothes, s I ’loud him to take 'em, was a
tailor’s excuse for trusting aygead-beat.

Hisjags—What'd you do ¥ your tailor were to make you a
coat that suited you? :

Hisnobs—I’d have a fit.

The tailor often sends wome on Saturday the trousers he |
promised the Monday befure, but then we are accustomed to
these breeches of promise.

LADIES, LOOK IN THE WINDOW.

We want the ladies to see that seal garment that robes the

fair figure of the woman standing in our show-window.
It is the time to exaraine Furs, if not to buy.

LADIES’ AND MISSES’ FINE FURS.

S AL
Seal Garments a specialty.

NEW HATS. CORRECT STYLES.
FINE FURNISHINGS FALLUNDERWEAR.

THE WHEN

£ Till late to-night.

MURPHY, HIBBEN & CO
NOTION DEPARTMENT

FURS, FOR LADIES AND MISSE

In Trimming’s, Muffs, Boas, Capes.

MUFFLERS, for Men and Boys.
Clean bright styles, af right prices,

S,

For Oct. 20 will consist of 96 columns (16 pages),
in which will be presented

ALL THE CURRENT

Particular attention being given to Indiana people
and affairs, the aim being to make it a compen-
dium of all that Indianians wish to know.
eral space will also be given Important News from
other States and the world in general, and relig-
1ous, commercial, labor and theatrical interests will
be fully represented. In addition, a short story,
poetry, and carefully selected miscellaneous mat-
ter, will be preéented, and the following special

b

articles: .

THE OPINIOXS OF NINE MEN—Last Sunday’s Jour-
nal printec! letters from a number of famous women
telling what they would do if they were men.
the 20th i will print letters from Chauncey M. De-
pew, Bob Durdette, Dr. Talmage, Joaquin Miller and
others, telling what they would do if they were women.,

THE SINFULNESS OF WOMEN—A beautifully writ-

ten analysis of feminine weaknesses, from the pen of
Harriet I'rescott Spofford.
ciative spirit, and will be eagerly read by both women

and men.

HOW TO SHINE IN SOCIETY—Bill Nye supplies an
Inquirings Young Man with Useful Hints indicating
the proper course to pursue when associating with

upper-tendom.

NO‘I‘PRIOUS SCANDAL REVIVED,

—-——*———
Suit Against Senator Stanford for $1.221,000
That Recalls the McDonald Divoree Suit,

———

SAN Frantisco, Oet. 18.—<The notorious
McDonadd divorce case, with its side issue
of larceny and forgery, was revived to-day
by the big suit of Dr. R. H. McDonald,
president of the Pacifie Bank, against
Senator Stanford for $1,221,000, the alleged
value of twenty-five original certificates of
stock of the Central Pacific Railroad Com-
vany. These shares were sold to Stanford
by Young Clara Belle McDonald at the
time when her husband was pressing the
suit against her for divorce and for larceny
of his goods. She had to raise money and

she took these shares of stock to Stanford,
told him her great meed money, and be-
sought him to give bher $10,000 for the
securities. As the certificates bore Dr.
McDonald’s signature. and as she told
him they were the Doctor's wedding gift
to her, Stanford paid her the money and
took the stock. It will be remembered that
Mrs. McDonald's troubles culminated when
she was arrested for stealing this stock and
forging her father-in-law’s name to it., A
warrant was also issued at the same timo
for the arrest of Seneca Swalm, the Jover
of Clara Belle, and the man that lured her
to ruin. Swalm tried to akir to the East,
but was caugnt on the overland train with
$20,000 of Mr, McDonald’s money and
jewels in his possession. He actually had

e lion’s share of the money which Stan-
ford had paid the woman, and which she
had converted into $1,000 notes at the sub-
treasury. Swalm was sent to the State
prison for seven years, but most of the
suits against Clara DBelle were withdrawn
after her husband secured his divorce. The
McDonalds are now trying to secure the
jewels seized by the police in Swalm's
satchel, but thus far they have failed. Dr.
McDonald tried to indnce Stanford to give
up this railroad stock, but failing, he
brought suit. The only way to acconnt for
the large valve he places on the stock 1s
that it is the original issue, which hassince
been largely subdivided.

e —

PARADISE FOR “SHARKS."

NEWS OF THE DAY

Lib-

Monte Men and Thimbleriggers Reap a Rich
Harvest Among Farmers at Paoli, Ind.

e ————— - —

Specinl to the Tndianapolis Journal

Paorr, Ind., Oet. 18.—1It has just devel-
oped that Abanatha Bolton, a pious farmer,
eighty-one years old, lost §740 to the three-
card monte meen at Wallace’s show at this
place last Wednesday. After he had lost

the money, a tender-hearted confederate,
with great tears rolling down his cheeks,

pleaded that the old man’s money might be
returned to him, as the winner had recently
come into possession of a legacy
of $100,000. After much vpersuasion
the gambler cousented to meet his
vietim at the postoffice in Paoli, next
Mondsay, and pay the money back. Then
an “‘officer” of the swore both the
vietin and the shark to keep the secret un-
til that day, DBolton bofrowed £700 out of
the bank to gamble on. Bill Hvatt lost
8130 on the three-shell racket. Jonathan
McIntosh lost 70 in making change, and
numerous parties lost sums varying from
£ to $100. The side-show *“Good Luck”
was a den of robbers, thieves and cut-

throat gamblers,
ol

“CAPTAIN KID'S PETS."

On

It is written in an appre-

“Kids"in Reality Who Were Fond of Incendiar-.
ism and Obeyed Orders Written in Blood.
s daiat b

Kaxsas City, Oct. 18.—A large nnmber of
small incendiary fires have occurred here
recently. The police have just finished
their investigation into the crimes, and
have discovered that the incendiaries were
a band of school boys, ranging in age from
cleven tofifteen years. They were regularly

. The Suxpay Jour~aLis delivered, at an early
hour, in all the cities and towns located within
150 miles of Indianapolis, and its popularity ren-

~ders it, by all odds, the
in the State.

organized, and called themselves “Captain

Kid's Pets."The membersare bound by blood-
curdling oaths to not revea! the seerets of
the order, and all their plaus were carried
out according to written orders signed in
blood from the arms of the young des-

peradoes. The names of rome of the band
are Leroy White, John Rose, Thomas Moran,
James Noran, Frank Evans and Will Brit.
Will Brit has confessed that the members
of the band were respousible for many
small fires. The leaders of the band are
under arrest,

m
AN Ohio lady was so frightened by a snake that
her glossy hlack hair turned white as snow. It

best advertising medium

returned to ri all’
was s its original color by Hall's

L
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RECRUITS ON PROBATION

[

- e —

How Secretary Proctor Hopes to Prevent
Future Desertions fromthe Army.

e T

Newly-Enlisted Men to Be Given Six Days in
Which They May Consider Whether They
Wish to Take the Oath of Service.

.~

Republicans Refused Halls for Speaking
Purposes by the Yirginia Bourbons,

e —

Congressman Cheadle Disconraged at Mahone's
lmgects—Civil-Senice Law Decision
in Regard to Postal Clerks.

—— e ——

A REMEDY FOR DESERTIONS,

Army Recruits to Be Given Six Days for Re-
flection Before Taking the Oath.
Epecial to the Indianapolis Journal

WasnixgroxN, Oct. 18.—Secretary Proctor
will receive, to-morrow, the testimony
taken by the board of inquiry appointed
to ascertain, if possible, why there are so
many desertions from the army. Without
awaiting the mass of testimony as to the
causes, however, the department to-day
made the first practical step toward avoid-
ing desertions, General order No. 77,
issned this afternoon, directs that, here-
after, there shall be an interval of six days
between the day of enlistment and the day
of taking the oath. During this time the
recruit will be known as a “reeruit or pro-
bation.” The purpose of this innovation is
clear., The six days’ interval will
give the newly-enlisted man a chance

to repent of the step he has taken before it
is teo late. It will give men, also, a slight
opportunity to hear and see something of
the life that awaits him for five years! of

service. Many a new recruit will be very
willing to take off his uniform before the
day comes when he takes the oath, and
thus the army is saved a desertion. Ex-
perience has proved that a l}rto proportion
of the deserters are men who regretted
their action almost immediately after en-
listment, and who are determined, from
the very outset, to desert at the first op-
portuunity. “ﬂ this wew order the man
may leave, if he repents, without deserting,
and the army is saved an nnwilling soldier
aud the expense of capturing aud punish-
ing him as a deserter.

The Investigation Concladed.

St. Louis, Oct. 18.—The board of inquiry
which has been sitting at Jefferson Bar-
rack5, the army recruiting-station twelve
miles below this city, for nearly three
weeks past, to ascertain, if possible, why
there are so many desertions from the
army, has completed its labors. Over fifty
witnesses, incinding officers and men of al
urades, were examined, but there is a dif-
ference of opinion as to whether the
charges made by Woodward, the recruit,
regarding the treatment and food of the
men, upon which the inquiry was based,
have been fully substantiated. The testi-
mony taken makes over 500 pages of t yYe-
written matter, and will be ready to be
forwarded to Secretary of War Proeton to-
morrow. Colonel Lawton will also make
arcport on the sanitary condition of the

barracks.

DENIED A PLACE TO SPEAK.

Virginia Bourbons Refuse to Rent Halls to
Republicans for Campaign Purposes.
Epecial to the Indizsnapolls Journak

WasningroN, Oct. 18.—~Much more in-
terest just now attaches here to the cam-
paign pending in Virginia than ian Ohio,
New York, or any other State, for the

reason that there are doubts as to the re-
sult in the Old Dominion, and then it is
very near the national ecapital. Among
those who are speaking for General Ma-
hone is Representative Cheadle, of Indiana.
Mr. Cheadle takes a discouraging view of
the outlook, it seems, so far as the natural
disposition of the Bourbons are concerned.
He has written from Danville to your cor-
respondent as follows: “At Danville the
owners would not rent a theater or hall for
Republican speaking, and tliereis a city
ordinance prohibiting street speaking, so I
could not speak here—a city of 12,000 peo-
ple and only five live white Republicans in
it. This coun® is sixty miles square. At
Callands, twonty-five miles in the conntry,
1 held a snecessful meeting to-day. Demo-
crais came to hear and we_ade vetes for
the ticket: At Callands 1 met three old
men who had voted for W, H. Harrison in
1840 and for General Ben in 1888, There are
one hundred white Republicans in that
precinet.” Mr, Cheadle goes on to say that
the white Democrats are so prejudiced
against the mnegroes that they are
becoming almost rabid, and it looks
as though a full ballot and fair connt would
be impossible. Under the circumstances, it
would be almost a miracle for Gemeral Ma-
hone to secure the returns trom his clec-
tion,

Jundge Waddill, of Hearico county, Vir-
giuia, spoke to a crowd of about 1,600 peo-
ple on Biroad street, Richmond, last night,
on the methods practiced by the Democrats
to prevent the negroes from voting in Jack-
son ward. In the course of his remarks he
said: *“Itis wrong, and unless stopped will
result in riot and bloedshed,” He insisted
that negroes should be allowed to vote, and
added: *“We intend to give them a chance
to vote,” and added, “and furthermore, we
propose to give those who have been keep-
ing them from voting a chance to go to the
penitentiary.”

CIVIL-SERVICE LAW DECISION.

Rights of Postal Clerks Who Did Not Take
the Oath of Office Before May 1.

WasningTON, Oct. 18,—In compliance
with the request of the President, Solicitor-
general Chapman has rendered an opinion
upon a question submitted by Civil-service
Commissioners Roosevelt and Thompson,
under date of Sept. 24, 1589, The facts in
the case are stated as follows: On April 29,
1889, one J, M. Taylor was appoiuted, in the
regular way, & railway postal clerk, and
upon the same day the appointment papers
were regularly wmade up, executed and re-
corded, and, as is customary, were at once
forwarded to the superintendent of the
Fifth division, and notice, as well, given
Taylor. There was nothing unnsual in the
method observed in the making out of the
appointment papers, neither was there any-

thing ont of the usual course in connection
with the Yorwarding of the appointment
and the notice to the appointee. This ap-
pointment was approved by the signatnre
of the First Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral on April 20. Taylor, however, did not

take the oath of office until May 15§,

1859, 1t so happens that on March 11, 1889,

upon the representation of the Civil-sery-

ice Commission, it was mnecessary, in

order to inake proper arrangements there-
for, for the President extend the time from
March 16, 1899, to May 1, 1859, when the
rules which had been amended so as to in-
clude the railway mail-service shonld go

into effeet. Upon ; this state ol facts the
question is asked whether Mr. Taylor was
legally appointed on April 20, so that his
examination under th8 civil-service rules
13 not required, or whether the time of
takiu}x the oath of office and entrance upon
duty is decisive as to the requirements of
an examination. :

I'be Solicitor-general finds that, nnder
Section 4025 of the Revised Statutes, the
Postmaster-general had the right, on April
29, to appoint Taylor in the way he was n?-
join His appointmment at the time it
was made was, therefore, in every sense
legal and valid, and it only remains,

the Solicitor-general, to see whether the
mere fact that he did not take the oath re-
uired until after May 1in any way afi

the completeness aad finaiity of that ap-
pointment. The Sapreme Court decision 1n
the case of the United Statea va. Le Daron
is quoted as conclusive upon this question,
In this case the gquestion was conside
whether a deput& postmaster'sappointment
was in force at the time of his giving his
bond. It appeared that his nomination
had been confirmed by the Senate and his
commission had been signed by Presi-
dent Tyler, who shortly thereafter
died, such commission, not having been
delivered to him at the time of executing
his bond. The court keld that, as from an
aceident the commission failed to reach
him, his possession of the office was as law-
ful as if it were in his enstody.

TheSelicitor-general finds that there is no
material distinction apparent beiween the
case of an appointment by the President
after confimuation by the Senate and an
appeintment by the Postmaster-general.

eqrumon. in effect, holds that the fact
that Taylor did not take the oath of office
until after May 1, is immaterial n the
question of his right to hold office of which
he was appointed on April 29.

Itis understood that a large number of
appointments were made to the railway
raail service just prior to May 1, and in a
large percentage of these cases the ap-
pointees were, owing to the shortness of
the time, unable to take the necessary oath,
which fact, it has been contended, ren-
dered their :Jogointment void. The opinion
Was approv y the Attorney-general.

——————

MINOR MATTER

Chill Opens Its Doors to Certain Manufact-
urers—An Opportunity tor Americans.
WasHINGTOXN, Oct. 18.—The Department
of State is officially informed thata law
has been enacted by Chili, to take effect
four months from Aug. 30, 1859, abolishing

import duties on machines and tools for the
use of agriculture, mining, trades and in-

dustries, pipes or tubes composed of copper,
bronze or iron, galvanized or ungalvanized,

knees, joints, “T's” and other such neces-
sary articles; iron or steel wire, galvanized

or ungalvanized, up to the number 14, in-
clusive, and copper wire or insulatingcom-
position for transmission of electric cur-
rents; telephonie and ta'lemPhle instru-
ments, insulators, iron or steel posts and
other special necessaries for telezraph and
telephones; the material of .iron or ateel for
the permanent way of steam or horse rail-
ways and for portable railways; wheels,
axles and felloegof iron or steel for rail-
ways and the cars for portable railways,
iron in plates.

Arizona Will Apply for Statelrood.
Bpecial to the Imdiapapolls Journal
WasHiNGTON, Oct. 18.—*We shall makea
vigorous effort to induce Congress to ad-
mit Arizona to statehood this winter, or
rather provide laws by which we may come
in some time next year,” says N. O. Mur-

phy, who is the Secretary of the Territory,
and who is now in Washington. *‘As to
what the politics of Arizona will be I do
not know. It is unecertain; bat snre it is
that the Republican Congress could not do
anyvthing that would tend more to make
Arizona Republican than to admit it as a
State.” Arizona will make -a fight with
Wyoming and Idaho to secnre statehood at
the approaching session of Congress, and
the prospects are that the admission to the
Union of more new States will be a feature
of the winter's work.

Indiana Pensions.

Pensions have been granted to the fol-
lowing Indianians:

Original Invalid—Harvey Davis, jr., Proctor
Fromett, Joseph Whitten, Jonathan Marine,
Thos, Mattix.

Reisane and Inerease—Richard E. Flin, Aden
Beavers.

lncrease—Joel L. Emith, Robt. W, Leckmider,
John Freeland, Abraham Dunham, John M.
}i?l;ljla{‘dh Ch:;a. h{i Kiger, Sﬁnfordc'rfhl)imm

. F. Hayden, Wn. Rose, Henry C. n,
Abbett Cook, Jas. Mglmw..‘\‘m. Hankins, L,
Burkhbart.

Original Widows, ete.—Minors of Reuben G,
Swith;: Alice B, Robincon, former widow of D,
W. C. Bartlett; S8arah E., widow of Thos. Long;
Jerusha, mother of Charles Neal.

Cannot Be Sent Back to Scotland.

WasninGTON, Oct. 18.—The Solicitor of
the Treasury has given an opinion that a
woman now detained in New York on ar-
rival from Scotland, as being unable to sup-
port herself and two children, cannot be
sent back because one of the children was
born in this conntry when the mother was
living in New Jersey about two years ago,
and is therefore an American-born citizen
for whom, in the absence of her husband
who has deserted her, she is the natural
guardian, - Y

Discussed by the Maritime Conference.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 18.—Most of to-day’s
session of the marine conference was taken

up with the consideration of the interna-
tional rules, Sections 4 to 9, inclusive, be-
ing discussed. The form of a desirable
phase to cover vessels ‘“‘under way” was
discussed by the delegates freely. The
gom-ral opinion was that the rule enforced

y the English courts is the best, viz: Any
vessel not rastened by anchor, at mooring
or otherwise, shall considered under
way.

General Notes.
Epecial to the Indlanapolis Journal.
WasHINGTON, Oct. 18.—Hon. Jonas G,
Howard, of Jeffersonville, is at the Riggs
House,
Senator Voorhees has returned from a
three weeks’ visit to Asheville, N. C., mnch
improved in health. On Saturday he goes

to Ohio on some legal business.

Christian F. Linder, formerly of Dayton
0., and well known in the western part of
that State, died here vesterday.

John 8. Martin, of Pennsylvania, has
heen appointed confideatial elerk to the
Commissioner of Railroads, vice Kemper,
resigned.

To-day’'s bond offerings were: Conpon
fonrs, 83,000, at $1.27; registered fours, 4, -
850 and $050,000, at $1.27; registered four-
and-a-haifs, $£23.200 and 85,000, at $L053
All the oftfers were accepted.

John Hnafiinan was to-day appointed
postmaster at Campbellsburg, Washington
county, vice W. J. Prow, removed,

Dinner in Honor of M. E, Ingalls.

CixcinNaTi, Oct. 18.—A dinner wasgiven
at the Queen City Club to-night in henor
of Mr. M. E. Ingalls, in recognition of the
great services he has rendered the city.
Some broader significance was given to the
affair by the presence, as guests, of Hon.
Chauncey M. Depew. Mr. Cornelins Vander-
bilt and Mr. H. McK. Twombley. The other
g uests comprised a hundred of the leading
citizens of Cincinnati. No limit was given
in the way of appointments for the feast.
Capt. W. P. Anderson, president, in a brief
speech indicated the purpose of the dinner.
l;e suid that mm-tezn years ago Mr. Ingalls
came here an unkndéwn young man as re-
coiver of an  insolvent railroad.
He recounted rapidly the improve-
ments in streets, depots and other
public matters in which Mr. Iugalls had

taken a leading part, and, in conclusion, |

on behalf of the guests, presented to Mr,
Ingalls a magnificent silver “loving cup,”
with an appropriate inscription. Mr.
Ingallsreplied, accepting the honor with
evident Feelim:. Toasts followed, which
were responded to by Judge Sage, Murat
Halstead, William .Ramsey and Hon.
Chauncey M, Depew.
—— e el AP s
Close of the Forestry Congresa.

PiiLapeLruia, Oct, 18.—To-day’s was the
closing session of the American Forestry
Congress. Samuel Lowery, of Alabama,
the only colored man in theé congress, read
a paper on the cultivation of the wulberry
tree for feeding silk worms. Mr. B, G.
Northrup read an essay on “Arbor Day” in
the schools, in which he showed that the
vernal holiday is now being celebrated very
generally. He said the children are plant-
ing millions of trees, California taking she
lead, where Mr. Adolph Sutro has set out
over 2,000,000 trees himself., A resolution
asking Congress to withbold public iands
from sale nuntil the timber is old enough to
ent was adopted. Hon. James A, Beaver, of

ennsylvania, was elected president.

This afternoon the delegates celebrated
Arbor day by going in a body to Fairmount
Park, where they planted trees and cele-
brated the occasion with songs and ad-

RE-RATED PENSION CASES

—

Secretary Noble's Defense of His Posi-
tion in Relation to the Penzion Bareau,

Nis Jetter of July 24gWherein He Took Ex-
ceptions to the Commissioner's Methods
and His Usarpation of Aathority.

Annual Report of the Bareau and Ree-
ommendations of Corporal Tanner.

O — - —

Defects in the Law on Disabilily Pensions
Pointed Out—Nearly 500,000 Pensioners

on the Roll at a Cost of Over 53K,000,000.

| -

THOSE RE-RATED PENSIONS,

Secretary Noble's Letter, in Which He Took
Exception to Tanner's Usurpations.
Bpecial to the Indianapolls Journat
Wasnixgrox, Oet. 18.—Secretary Noble
intends, in a few days, to give to the press
the entire report submitted by the board
appointed to investigate Commissioner
Tanners administration of the Pension
Office. The letter which he gives for pub-
lication to-night, reviewing Tauner's re-
rating of ten employes of the Pension
Office, and reminding him that he, as Secre-
tary of the Interior, had jurisdiction over
and management of tho Pension Office, is
but the first installment of what isto be a
vigorous defense of the position of the

administration taken in relation to the
management of the Pension Office under

Tanner, It has been decided that the ad-
mipistration side of the case shall be given

to the public in full. ;

Substance of the Letter.
To the Western Associated Press,
WasniNGTON, Oct. 18.—~The following is
the substance of Secretary Noble's first lei-
ter to Commissioner Tanner upon the sub-
ject of re-rating of pensions:

DEPARTMENT OF THE IXTERIOR, }
WASHINGTON, July 24.

To the Commi!ssioner of Pensione:

fir—-T1 have heretofore acknowledged vonrs of
the 11th inst, marked “nnofficial.” bmt which,
owing to the very important matters therein dis-
eussed, I eonld not receive as such, and, there-
fore, noknowledged as an ofticinl paper. The pa-
per was official in  the highest seuse of the term,
raising & question of authority as between tho
Commissioner and Secretary, and asserting that
of the Commissioner to be superior as to the
matter disenssed. 1 have since, amid my many
other duties, found time 1o consider the ques-
tion raised by vour letter, and will now give you
my reply in fall.

Your position, in your own language, is Lhat
“while the Secretary of the Interior has%the
power to reverse the decision of the Commis-
sioner of Pensions on appeal by a claimant
against whom the Commissioner has declided, on
the other hand, if for any reason it be held that
the eclaimant has been granted too mach pen-
sion, the Commissioner himself is the only per-
son who has the power to call a halt and reduce
the persion.” This is your own giatement. You
base this conclnsion on =eec. 4, actof June 21,
1879, which reads as fellows:

“That Sections 4771, 4772 and 4773 of the Pe-
vised Statutes of the United States, providing
for biennial examinations of pensioners, are
hereby rcpea!cd: provided. that the Commis-
sioper of Pensions shall bave the same power as
heretofore to order special examinations when-
ever, in his jndgment, the same Tuay he beces
sary, and to increase or reduce pensions accord-
ing 1o rifht aund justice; but in no case shall »
pension be withdrawn or reduced exeept upon
notice to the pensioner and a hearing npon
sworn testimony, expept as to the certilicate of
the examining surgeons,”

The power granted to the Commissioner of
Pensions by this section is expressly no greater
than beretofore, and it is to increase or reducs
pensions according ts right and justice. It
would be, as you express it, ““‘a manifest Incon-
gruity” if the Becretary,"sho is responsible for
your bureau, had no power to corract obvious
zbuses, or even call a balt, and that, if his in-
ferior officer did not aet, notiiing could be done,
You remark yourself, “This incongruity should
be remedied at the next session of Congress.”™
The Commissioner is laboring under
a great niisanprehension as to his
relations to  the Secretary in this
businesa. Congreas has not committed this in-
congruity, and it will not be necossary for it to
remedy anything that now exiats, The Becrelary
has the control to correot any abuses in the Bu-
rean of Pensions or any other bureau in the de-
partmnent, I might {asgert my conclusiohs on so
Elaln and well-settled a question and so leave it,

ut a dne consideration for yvour oifice leada mo
to explain the ground on which this long-
established rule rests.

The Secretary, in snpport of hia position
quotes Sections 457, 101, 441, 450 and 471 of
the Revised Statutes, and declares that the
Commissioner of Peusiovs has no more

power in the seetion quoted in Commis-
sioner Tanner's letter than he had previous-

lv under the direction of the Secretary of
the Interior, who is charged by law with
the supervision of pablie Erusineu relating
to pensions. He then says:

It will not do to say that the Secretary may oot
interfere and stop by his own power the exeeca-
tion of any orders nbvionnlg Hllegal and arbi-
trary. If it were attempted by a Commissioner
of Pensions, in other than cases of permancnt
specific disahilities, to jperease pensions and to

low the aceumulated increase of ten or fifteen
years to be paid over at once and In a gross sum
to the applicant, it wonld not do to say that the
Becretary could only refer this baek to the Com-
missioner with a word of adviee, and call his nt-
tention to the law, and take no steps either to
recover the money thas tmrmpnrly paid out or
correct the evil thus attempled to be done; that
he conld not even call a halt. The Secretary is
responsible for the conduct of the Comminsioner;
is bound to see that the law is enforeed; that the
publiec Treasury I8 not unlawfully invaded, and
that one eitizen, entitled to a right, whether of
pension or land, or anyihing else, is not unduiy
preferred, either in tiwe of hearing or allowance
of money,

The Secretary lays down the proposition
that he has the same jurisdiction over the
Commissioner of Pensions as over other
bureaus of his departinent, argunes at someo
length in support of it, and says that Su-
preme Court decisions sustain bhim. The
Secretary then takes up the “pe-rating”
cases, which, he says, scem to be largely
mere increases of pensions allowed for long
periods prior to the date of the examining
surgeons’ certificate establishing the same
under the pending claim for increase; in
fact, he says, the Commissioner himseif ae-
knowledged them to be cases of increase of
peunsions. The Secretary continnes:

These cases referred to were #n in number.
In each one of theses the clalmant was an ¢m-
ploye, clerk or other, in tb? Peusion Bureau, re-
ceiving salary sufficient fof his comfortable sul-
sistence, and at hix work dally, They were asso-
ciated together. Most of them had Leen fu their
places under the former administration, but
they did not prefer their celaimes; they made them
soon after the advent of the present adwinistra-
tion. There was no season under the existing
rules that their nm should be made special or
rushed thirough in ddvance of all others. On the
COUITATT, and had Dbeen
for some y & printed mile in full forve
that no cases should be made special eXoept
In cases of destitution or when the applicant
wns it the Puim of death, Yet these onees wers
all burried through by your order, while hun-
dreds of thousands of other pensioners were
awalting throughout the land the allowunce tor
the first time of the bouuty the government bas
prowmised ‘hem. These otber pension elatwania
were, many of them, supported by no such
salarie= as these "mmculur men were receiving,
and the association together of these men,
whereby this preference in time seemed to have
been secured and the subsequent sllowasuces
obtained, I8 in itself a fact that their purpose
was to fmpose upon the Cowmmissioner. The
further fact in each case is that the increass was
allowed prior to the surgeon’s certificate in the
pending elaim, and that the smms allowed ag-
ﬁ:lt!_xﬂed over $16,000. The following is the

Frank D. Dutts, allowed and 11 $2,
Jawes E. Bmith, allowed and d ﬁ'i".n-:snf‘*’ ;1‘9.6'-:'

H. Doan, allowed and pald $3.022: W, P
Davis, allowed and paid (May 27), $1,061: Wm,
P. Davis, allowed paid (June 14), $787; W,
J. Hilligoss, allowsd and paid §1854; Silas Col-
gror:l allowed ana id £1,522; Joseph Dickin-
son, allowed aad pald #715; Johu E. Carpenter,
allowed and paid $1,503; Joseph C, Squirea, xl-
lowed and paid $1.564; John L. Palue, allowed

d $2,397; total, $16.735,

It1s in regard to snch cases a8 these that you
have thougiit the Commtssioner alons ean oall a
halt, and, 'n regard to which, the Secretary
thinks otherwise, and proposes to call a halt
enongh, at least, for inspection. [ do not

&? ‘::.M: :nmpm;r&: :t you would ac- |
“ Attorney-general. But

there was then,




